Through Price, not Bryce

Saturday, October 22nd

Desert Rest Stop.

The trip from Moab up to Salt Lake City is easily done in a day, but for wandering’s sake I
planned a night between the two. On the map Price seemed the largest city between the
two, so I booked a night there and proceeded to have the same conversation on multiple

phone calls.

“Yeah, I'll be spending Saturday night at Price.” “Oh, you're visiting Bryce?”

Given how fun it was riding around the Moab area, I decided to take Kevin’s advice from

earlier and drive 128 up. This backtracked a bit and meant I'd be spending more time on

[-70, which I was a bit curious about given how tough it was last time. Still, I'd have more
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fuel and the spaces between gas stations would be smaller so off I went.

Morning light as I leave the canyons.
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128 from Moab to I-70

It was a lovely drive, at first following the river up and out of the canyons and then watching

the plateaus recede into the background as the desert hills appeared.
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Horse Canyon Road

This time I had no trouble keeping pace on I-70 nor was fuel much of a concern. I really do
think the headwind had been the problem a week earlier, likely made worse by my saddle
bags. I had them on for this route too, and was fine. The last exit off I-70 before heading up
191 I stopped for gas. I was only down a bit, but the sign said, “no gas next 106 miles on
[-70.” T didn’t know if 191 would be much better I figured better safe than sorry, which was

a good idea. There’s not much on 191 before Price.

I eventually stopped at the Horse Canyon Lookout rest area off 191 and ate lunch. Check-in
for the motel was at 3pm and I was way early for that, plus I seemed to have enough fuel for
a detour, so I headed down Horse Canyon Road planning to connect with 124 to 123 and
back to 191. The roads are in decent shape, but as you can see above a lot of it isn’t

painted, etc. It was a lovely drive, though.

Eventually I wandered into Price and it was still too early. However, I did spot an intriguing

sign.
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Statue in front of the Prehistoric Museum. It seems like an action filled place!

The Prehistoric Museum in Price isn’t huge; two large rooms each with a main floor and 2nd
floor balcony. One side was all about Dinosaurs and the other was mostly about the local
Native Americans, the Fremont Indians. It was all pretty nerdy and I really liked the part

about the local natives.
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Dramatic mammoth-hunt reenactment! The hunter was noted, apologetically, as being a skeleton

from Asia.
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Petroglyph


https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/10/28/20161028090905-1e8373a1-la.jpg

Through Price, not Bryce

There were some great illustrations, like this painting of native peoples hunting rabbits.
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[ d their child’'s
umbilicalfcord et swes to a beaded lizard-
shaped pouch. This pot rved as the child’s first
toy & necklace. It was thought to be a talisman for
the owner.

Beaded tom-tom beat

Goose wing bone whistle

“Some Plains Indian women sewed their child’s umbilical cord & sweet grass into a beaded lizard-

shaped pouch. This pouch served as the child’s first toy & necklace.” I really like this.
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Lovely Fremont Petroglyphs.

I also like the ceramic figurines they made:
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The Death Trap

Nobody really knows what happened
millions of years ago at the quarry, but
some important clues were left:

1. All sizes of dinosaurs except the
smallest (youngest] were found.

2. Many more meat-eaters were found
than plant-eaters.

3. Bones were found mingled and
separated, but individual bones were
not broken, or visibly weathered.

4. Bones were buried in fine, clay-like,
freshwater-deposited sediment.

Studying these cl rts believe
plant eater would occasionally walk in

bog and sink into freshly deposited mud,
making noise and attracting local meat-eaters
like the Allosaurs. As the Allosaurs rushed into
the bog, they also sank in the mud. These
entrapped animals would eventually fossilize.

The Death Trap! Clearly we’ve made it to the dinosaur side. Another of my favorite illustrations in

the museum.

Lots of fossils and skeletons. One sign noted that dinosaur tracks were found in coal mines

with some regularity, and they’d usually be found in the ceiling of the mine.
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Dinosaur Bust!
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We’ll end Price with this memorial from outside the museum:

MINER

x 48 COAL MIN
" "MEMORIAL
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Coal Miners Memorial



