
Salt Lake City Wrapup

Monday, October 30th  – Friday, November 4th

Dinosaurs! Mormon inspired sculpture parks! Hikes in canyons and up summits! Clippy the
Bartender!  My second week in Salt Lake City was filled with a more low key, but still
random assortment of activities.

Gilgal!

“I’m going to go visit some Mormon inspired sculpture garden.  Gilgal?”

“I have no idea what you’re talking about.”

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/10/20161110201640-e44563b9-la.jpg
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(conversation between my host and I)

Right.  The Gilgal Sculpture Garden.

http://gilgalgarden.org/
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“Captain of the Lord’s Host”
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A photo of a photo of a sculpture.

“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breath free, the wretched refuse
of your teaming shore, send these the homeless, the tempest tost to me; I lift my lamp beside the

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/10/20161110201826-9856dadd-la.jpg
https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/10/20161110202133-c278e769-la.jpg
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open door.” Seems a long forgotten sentiment.

“The Sphinx” and “The Altar”.

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/10/20161110202304-23290e9a-la.jpg


Salt Lake City Wrapup

“The Monument to Trade”

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/10/20161110202427-f410b989-la.jpg
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“Daniel II: Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream”

The sculpture garden was mostly empty of visitors, save a teenage couple in full gothy
Halloween costumes.  I had no costume, despite it being Halloween, but later that evening
continued my tour of cocktail bars at Bar X.  It was fun, the bartender was dressed as
Clippy, the old MS Office 95 “helpful” paperclip.  You could totally tell the age of the
clientele by who figured it out and who had no idea what we were talking about.  It was a
fun evening seeing the costumes and as the night wore on it became clear there was a
costume pub-crawl going on.  I wandered back home before too late, walking up wide,
empty streets and by moonlight churches.

The obvious follow up to this, of course, was the Natural History Museum.

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/10/20161110202617-943daee5-la.jpg
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Natural History Museum of Utah (panorama)

The museum is pretty cool; it’s built around a tall, several story open space with the
museum wrapped around it.  The top talks about weather and atmosphere, going down
through various exhibits on genetics, geology and lots of dinosaur skeletons.

A the top: an exhibit on Inversion! I keep hearing about this as the main negative to Salt Lake City. 
Not so good for air quality.

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/11/20161111190927-b001c3fc-la.jpg
https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/11/20161111190439-8abbe628-la.jpg
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Skull Wall.

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/11/20161111190525-b902def3-la.jpg
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They hosted a traveling exhibit on poisons which was pretty great.

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/11/20161111190627-d48ef2c5-la.jpg
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Are dinosaur busts a thing in Utah?

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/11/20161111190727-78e03c4f-la.jpg
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One of my favorite parts where was you could stuff donations down the gullet of a dinosaur.
That’s pretty genius.

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/11/20161111190838-a7d6f833-la.jpg
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The next day it was time to climb Ensign Peak!

Salt Lake City

Ensign Point Park is one of a pair (at least) of parks north of the city.  This one is a short,
steep hike to a neat view and it appears to link to other trails.  The next day I walked the
canyon north through Memorial Park.

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/13/20161113180627-524efe48-la.jpg
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A sign explaining the park.  A weakened Brigham Young is cheerfully declaring the
future.

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/13/20161113180559-312d080a-la.jpg
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Salt Lake City (panorama)

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/13/20161113182959-87a65bad-la.jpg
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The capitol building sits below Ensign Park and above Memorial Park.

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/13/20161113180708-44c75928-la.jpg
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So the next afternoon it was time to explore the park and a small part of the long canyon
trail.  I walked through Memorial Park, a combination of dog park and memorial for dead
soldiers.  The Mormons are a surprisingly militant bunch, although as someone who grew up
being taught that Christianity is akin to seeking peace I’m always startled at the overlap of
Christian sects and the military.

Canyon walk.

It was a beautiful walk, although I didn’t get many photos.  I had a great stay in Salt Lake
City; it definitely felt like there was a huge amount of hiking and nature to explore in the
surrounding area.  The city has definitely gone its own way, something I approve of even if it
makes me unsure if I’d want to live there.  The love of industry, the swarms of homeless
people, people talking about how they look forward to winter because skiing is so close, the
crazy wide streets, bartenders behind sheets even when it’s not Halloween, and all the 4%
beer you could ever want; Salt Lake City is definitely worth checking out.

https://www.ardenstone.com/media/_data/i/upload/2016/11/13/20161113183341-cae10299-la.jpg

