
Exploring Zion

Monday, November 7th – Wednesday, November 9th

The main part of Zion is the canyon and the series of trails through that.  I spent a few
evenings checking out some of the other, surrounding areas.

overlook Scrambling on Slickrock.

My first night out I headed up to Kolob Canyon.  This is a much smaller part of the park in to
the far North West.  I knew there was a 1 mile overlook trail there and was testing to see if
I’d have the daylight to do a 5 mile trail.  Unfortunately this week contained multiple
tragedies, including the end of Daylight Savings.  Losing an evening hour had a distinct
negative effect on my ability to explore.
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Kolob Canyon
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The layers of hills remind me of being in Kentucky.
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Toquerville Cemetary

On the way back I stopped at a local cemetery to watch the sunset.  The Toquerville
Cemetery is well cared for and worth visiting.  The cows nearby are lonely and easily
entertained.  Always interesting to get a feel for when folks came to the area and how they
are remembered
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Canyon Overlook trail.

The next day I went the other way, heading into the South Eastern part of Zion.  Just after
The Tunnel is the Canyon Overlook trail which is a fun little scramble.  If you can find
parking (easier on a scooter!) it’s worth doing.
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Nifty but inaccessible slot canyon.
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The Canyon Overlook as the sun sets. You can see the road twisting up the hill.
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Rock texture on the return trail.

As you head further East there are many pull off areas for you to park your vehicle and go
exploring over the slickrock.
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A slot canyon of one’s own.
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Happy, happy, happy.
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Colors.

Scooter is happy too.
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Let’s not talk about how I got up here. Or think about how I’ll get down.
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Burninating the Hoodoos.

Dusk in Zion.

I scootered back to my Airbnb to find my housemates all huddled around a swarm of
computers.  A pair of Canadians were staying with us and, as I walked in, they immediately
pounced, “CAN TRUMP WIN THE ELECTION?!?”  It was election night in America.  I took a
look at the map and, at the time, only states which everyone expected to go one way or the
other had been called.  I told them to wait until some meaningful states were tallied but that
yes, given how close the race was Trump could totally win.  They clearly wanted to argue
that not even the US would be that crazy.  The rest of the evening was spent with them
gasping in horror as the next state was called and then apologizing for being openly
appalled.  I broke out the bottle of rye I’d been saving and we attempted to dull the pain
before heading off to bed early, all of us sad and wondering how this future came to be our
present.
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My third day I logged off from work and got out of town before I could think anymore.  I
decided to drive up Kolob Terrace Road.  It’s a long road that splits the park diagonally,
actually veering in and out of the Western edge before diving across.

View from Kolob Terrace Road.
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“If I go real fast, then stop and take a photo I can probably get a shot of the valley before that truck
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catches up…”

Hop Valley Trail. These seem substantially higher from on top than they do from below.
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This raises the question: where am I coming from?

I may be a tad off the trail at this point.
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Layers.
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Hop Valley trail.
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The sun is setting on Kolob Terrace Road and I can’t stop taking pictures.
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A nice way to say goodbye (for now!) to Zion Park.  I stayed in Hurricane another couple of
days and spent that time exploring other parks in the vicinity.
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